THYME-LEAVED SPEEDWELL, Veronica serpyUlfoUa I.

353. Thyme-Leaved Speedwell, Veronica serpyliifolia L,
perennial herb with tufted ascending stems up to about 9 in. high
and minutely hairy all around; leaves opposite, shortly stalked,

ovate to very broadly ellip-
tic, more or less roundej
at each end and obscurely
crenate,, 3-ncrved at the
base, and with only 1 or 2
pairs of additional lateral
nerves, glabrous or ver>
nearly so; flowers rathei
numerous in terminal leaf}
racemes, the leaves gradu-
ally decreased in size up-
wards and becoming alter-
nate, the lower flowers
already in fruit before the
upper have done blooming;
flower-stalks shortly pube-
scent; sepals (A, X 2) ob-
long, slightly hairy ; corolla^
(B, x 2) whitish, markdP
by blue veins, 4-lobed to
below the middle; stamens,
2, inserted near the base of
the corolla; anthers ovoid;
ovary rounded, smooth,
with a slender terminal style
and capitate stigma; fruit
(C, X 2) a flat rounded
notched capsule, slightly hairy, tipped by the slender persistent
style; seeds (D, x 6) pale straw-coloured, obovoid (ftniily*
Scrophtdariaceae)*                                                                 -y

The anthers of this species lie close together on each si<Je of ttojj
stigma, so that an insect visitor may effect self- or cross'poltta^
tion.

This is also a very widely spread species, found in fields an^
moist places, and flowering during spring and summer*

